MINUTES BOOK**TOWN OF COEYMANS
August 14, 2025– Town Board Meeting – 6:00pm
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]A Town Board Meeting was held Thursday, August 14, 2025 at 6:00pm at Town Hall, 18 Russell Avenue, Ravena, New York 

PRESENT:		Stephen Donnelly, Supervisor
			Michael J. Stott, Deputy Supervisor
			Linda S. Bruno, Council Member
			Stephen J. Schmitt, Council Member
			Ronald Hotaling, Council Member
			
					 
ALSO PRESENT: 	Candace McHugh, Town Clerk
Richard C. Reilly, Town Attorney
		 

Supervisor Donnelly called the meeting to order and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. Supervisor Donnelly asked that the record reflect that all members were present 

Announcements:
· Chimney Top Capital Dedication Ceremony @ Valley Paper Mill Park 8/16/25 2pm
· Feast of the Assumption festival at St. Patrick’s Church 8/17/25 1-7pm
· Evening on the Green Performance by Dusk till Dawn on 8/20/25 6pm
· Friendship Festival 8/23/25 1pm at Mosher Park


Approval of Minutes:  The following minutes were approved:

-July 24, 2025 Town Board Minutes
-July 29, 2025 Special Meeting Town Board Minutes

Council member Donnelly made a motion to accept the minutes for July 24, 2025 Town Board Meeting and Council member Stott seconded the motion.
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – ABSTAIN - SO MOVED
Council member Donnelly made a motion to accept the minutes for July 29, 2025 Town Board Meeting and Council member Bruno seconded the motion.
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – ABSTAIN - SO MOVED

Old Business:
-The Town was awarded a $15,000 grant for a Kayak Kiosk at Riverfront Park. More information will follow. Council member Schmitt asked it the job would be put out to bid. Supervisor Donnelly said it could be contracted out and he will keep everyone informed.
-Council member Schmitt asked for an update on the Spectrum Franchise Agreement.  Mr. Reilly stated he had sent out a red lined version for review.  The board will take a look at it again to refresh. Mr. Reilly asked if he should proceed if he does not hear back from anyone by Monday.  The board agreed this was acceptable.
New Business:
-Council Member Schmitt asked for an update regarding the 9W building retrofit bids.  It was stated that the bids have gone out and are expected in 8/26/25 at 2pm in the Clerk’s office.

Resolution # 114-25 Authorizing Hiring of Equipment Operator 1 (Radley)
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	


I, Council member Hotaling offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans Highway Superintendent is desirous of filling the vacant position in his Department of Equipment Operator 1; and

WHEREAS, the Albany County Department of Civil Service has confirmed that this job title is a non-competitive position—requiring that the chosen candidate meet the minimum qualifications; and

WHEREAS, the position was posted; and applications were received, evaluated and reviewed by the Superintendent of Highways; and the Superintendent of Highways has identified and recommends the hiring of a candidate who meets the minimum qualifications.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby appoint Christopher Radley to the position of Equipment Operator 1, at an hourly rate of $25.88, effective August 11, 2025. 

Seconded by Council member Stott offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

(Resolution was amended as shown above during the meeting to correct the rate and date of employment)
Resolution # 115-25 Authorize Hiring of Sewer Treatment Plant Operator (Rice)
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	


I, Council member Stott offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans Sewer Department is in need of hiring a full-time Sewage Treatment Plant Operator; and 
 
WHEREAS, job opportunities were posted, and applications were received, evaluated and reviewed; and the Chief Sewer Plant Operator has identified and recommends the hiring of a candidate who meets the minimum qualifications. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby appoint Jonathan Rice to the position of Sewer Treatment Plant Operator, at the rate of $27.94 per hour, effective August 25th, 2025.

Seconded by Council member Donnelly offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.   


Resolution # 116-25 Authorize Budget Transfer (Police)
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member  Donnelly  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Chief Fiscal officer has determined that in order to maintain proper balances within various accounts an inter-fund transfer is necessary.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize Supervisor Stephen Donnelly to transfer the funds as depicted below for the Budget Year 2025:

General Fund (A)

Amount		From Account			To Account

$13,355.90		A. 1990.4 				A. 3120.2 
 Contingency				Law Enforcement Equipment

Seconded by Council member Schmitt, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Discussion: Supervisor Donnelly mentioned this was for unexpected computer replacements and a laptop for the sergeant. Council member Schmitt asked for these items to be considered more so during budgeting.

Resolution # 117-25 Authorize Budget Transfer (Highway)
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Schmitt offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Chief Fiscal Officer has determined that in order to maintain proper balances within various accounts an inter-fund transfer is necessary.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize Supervisor Stephen Donnelly to transfer the funds as depicted below for the Budget Year 2025:

General Fund A

Amount 	From Account			To Account

$4,694.16	DB5110.4 				DB5112.4
General Repairs Contractual		Permanent Improvements Contractual 

Seconded by Council member Bruno offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Discussion: Council member Schmitt explained we went over slightly on the paving budget and this transaction was needed to balance it.

Resolution # 118-25 Amendment of PB/ZBA Rates
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Bruno offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans previously approved a Schedule of Employee Rates in accordance with the Town’s 2025 Annual Budget; and

WHEREAS, the Schedule of Employee Rates included additional compensation for the Chairperson of the Town’s Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals, in recognition of the additional work and responsibilities that are associated with serving as Chairperson; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board seeks to amend the Employee Rates in order to allow for that additional compensation to be paid to any “acting” Chairperson that serves in the absence of the Chairperson; and

WHEREAS, the Chairperson of the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals agrees and consents to such a change.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby amend the Employee Rates applicable to the Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals as follows:

P. Grogan			Planning/Zoning Board Member		$80 per meeting/
											$50 per workshop
A. Collins			Planning/Zoning Board Member			$80 per meeting/
											$50 per workshop
N. Boomer			Planning/Zoning Board Member			$80 per meeting/
											$50 per workshop
P. Cronin			Planning/Zoning Board Member			$80 per meeting/
											$50 per workshop
R. Nolan			Planning/Zoning Board Member			$80 per meeting/
											$50 per workshop
B. teRiele			Planning/Zoning Board Member			$80 per meeting/
											$50 per workshop
M. McGuire		Planning/Zoning Board Member			$80 	      per meeting/
											$50 per workshop
J. Cinque	 		Planning/Zoning Board Member			$80 per meeting/
				(Alternate)						$50 per workshop
Chairperson/Acting
     Chairperson					$50 per meeting chaired

Seconded by Council member Hotaling offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Discussion: Council Member Stott explained that the current chair, Mrs. Grogan felt in her absence whomever does take the responsibility of chair should be paid accordingly
Resolution # 119-25 Accept Pump Station Bid
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	


	I, Council member Hotaling offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

	WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans Wastewater Treatment Department previously notified the Town Board that certain pumps at the Town’s Riverview Pump Station need to be replaced; and 
	WHEREAS, to ensure the continued efficient and proper functioning of the Town’s Wastewater Treatment systems the Town Board of Coeymans authorized the Town Supervisor and Chief Sewer Plant Operator to solicit bids for the associated equipment and services; and
	WHEREAS, a Public Notice of Invitation for Sealed Bids was duly published; and a single response was received, opened and read aloud at the date and time specified; and
	WHEREAS, the sole bid was submitted by Emmons Metro, LLC with a total bid price of $89,989.00.
	NOW, THEREFORE, upon the recommendation of the Town’s Chief Sewer Plant Operator, be it resolved:
	1.  That the Town Board hereby determines that the repair and replacement of the Wastewater Treatment System Riverview Pump Station project is a Type II Action per 6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (c)(2) of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”)—involving the replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site—and not likely to have a significant adverse environmental impact.
	2.  That the bid for necessary equipment and services for the Wastewater Treatment System Riverview Pump Station hereby is awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, Emmons Metro, LLC.
	3.  That the Town Board further authorizes the purchase of, and payment for, said equipment and services in the amount of $89,989.00.
	4.  That the Town Board authorizes the Town Supervisor to take such actions and sign such papers as are necessary to facilitate this Resolution.
	Seconded by Council member Stott, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Discussion: Council member Stott stated the board wanted to get the pumps ordered due to the lag time of their arrival. It has been confirmed this repair will not affect the potential CDBG Grant. It could be reimbursable via the USDA Grant the town is anticipating.

Resolution # 120-25 Authorize Submittal of WIIA Grant Application
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☐	☒	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☐	☒	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	3
	2
	



TO APPLY FOR FUNDING 2025 WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVMENTS ACT (WIIA) GRANT PROGRAM NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION (NYSEFC) 
“TOWN OF COEYMANS SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT – PHASE 1”

	I, Council member Stott offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

[bookmark: _Hlk205462486]WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans Town Board has caused the preparation of a Water Infrastructure Improvements Act (WIIA) Program Application to be developed and submitted to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYSEFC); and

WHEREAS, the WIIA Grant Application has been prepared in accordance with the guidelines established by the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYSEFC); and

WHEREAS, the WIIA Program grant request will not exceed the maximum request of $25,000,000 or 25% (or up to 50% pending eligibility) of net eligible project costs to construct sanitary sewer infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans commits to completing the project in accordance with the requirements of the WIIA program. 

[bookmark: _Hlk205798849]	NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Town of Coeymans Town Board authorizes and directs Supervisor Stephen Donnelly, to submit an application to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYSEFC) Water Infrastructure Improvements Act (WIIA) Grant Program and is authorized to execute all financial and/or administrative processes relating to the grant; and be it further

	RESOLVED, that the Town of Coeymans is hereby committed to using municipal bonds, capital reserve funds and in-kind services to meet a minimum local cost-share match of at least fifty percent (50%) or seventy-five percent (75%) of the net eligible project costs not funded by potential WIIA or other grant awards.

	Seconded by Council member Donnelly offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Discussion: Supervisor Donnelly stated this is to fund the gap between the actual cost and actual grant award.  Council member Schmitt asked if this was essentially stating the town is planning to bond 3.3 million dollars. Supervisor Donnelly said Mr. Siegal from Laberge wanted to be very clear that this is just a part of the application process and does not bind the town to the bond. Council member Stott stated this seemed to be necessary in order to potentially be given the grant.  The agency wants to know the municipality is serious.  Council Member Schmitt asked for clarification that if the town is awarded the full grant the town is still going to have to come up with $400,000-$600,000.  Council member Stott said this was correct. He stated this is an opportunity to potentially pay for very costly needed repairs for minimal cost. He stated this is a necessary step in the grant process to show good faith on the Town’s part.  Supervisor Donnelly stated this project has to get done.  He stated the town can’t shoulder the 3.5 million that is why we are trying for these grants, to help with the overall cost.  Council member Hotaling asked how the Village was helping out since many Village properties have sump pumps draining into the sewer system. He feels serious discussion is needed regarding this.  The Town Attorney advised to review our sewer code to see if it needs to be modified. The Supervisor feels it is reckless for the board to not address this issue. Council member Bruno agrees it needs to be done.











Resolution # 121-25 Authorize Retaining of Bond Counsel
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☐	☒	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☐	☒	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	3
	2
	



TO APPLY FOR FUNDING 2025 WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVMENTS ACT (WIIA) GRANT PROGRAM NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION (NYSEFC) 
“TOWN OF COEYMANS SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT – PHASE 1”

	I, Council member Donnelly offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans Town Board has caused the preparation of a Water Infrastructure Improvements Act (WIIA) Program Application to be developed and submitted to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYSEFC) in connection with the Town of Coeymans Sewer System Improvement Project (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, the WIIA Program grant request will not exceed the maximum request of $25,000,000 or 25% (or up to 50% pending eligibility) of net eligible project costs to construct sanitary sewer infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans has committed to completing the project in accordance with the requirements of the WIIA program, including, to the extent necessary, by issuing bonds to pay any costs of the Project that are not funded by other sources; and

WHEREAS, the Town’s engineers, Laberge Engineering and Consulting Group, LTD, have used Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP (Douglas E. Goodfriend, Of Counsel) in the past to prepare bond financing and associated resolutions that comply with WIIA Program requirements.

	NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Town of Coeymans Town Board authorizes and directs Supervisor Stephen Donnelly, to retain Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP for the purpose of preparing a Bond Resolution for the Board’s consideration.  

	Seconded by Council member Stott offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Discussion: Council member Stott summarized the resolution.  Mr. Reilly confirmed bonds are a specific type of law and this firm was recommended by Laberge. Ms. Schmitt asked if this would be up for public referendum?  Mr. Reilly believes it is not but will follow up.

Resolution #122-25 Authorization of Public Hearing (Sewer Project Phase 1)
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	Stephen Donnelly
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☐	☒	☐
	Ronald J. Hotaling
	☒	☐	☐	☒	☐
	Michael J. Stott
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	3
	2
	


	I, Council member  Donnelly offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans, Albany County, New York, has caused to be prepared a map, plan and report, including an estimate of cost, pursuant to Section 202-b of the Town Law, relating to the increase and improvement of the facilities of the Coeymans Hamlet Sewer District, in the Town of Coeymans, Albany County, New York (the “Sewer District”), being reconstruction, improvement and rehabilitation of pump stations, replacement of approximately 1,500 LF of 15-inch sewer lines, and the replacement of existing manholes, including original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, and incidental improvements and expenses in connection therewith, at a maximum estimated cost of $3,366,000; and

WHEREAS, said capital project, as proposed, has been determined to be an Unlisted Action pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, which it has been determined, will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment; and

WHEREAS, it is now desired to call a public hearing on the question of the increase and improvement of the facilities of said Sewer District, in the matter described above, and to hear all persons interested in the subject thereof, concerning the same, in accordance with the provisions of Section 202‑b of the Town Law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY

RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans, Albany County, New York, as follows:

1.	A public hearing will be held in the Town Hall, 18 Russell Avenue, Ravena, New York, on September 3, 2025, at 5:00 o’clock P.M., Prevailing Time, on the question of the increase and improvement of the facilities of said Sewer District, in the Town of Coeymans, Albany County, New York, in the manner described in the preambles hereof, and to hear all persons interested in the subject thereof, concerning the same, and to take such action thereon as is required or authorized by law.

2.	The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a copy of the Notice of Public Hearing hereinafter provided to be published once in the official newspaper, and also to cause a copy thereof to be posted on the sign board of the Town, such publication and posting to be made not less than ten, nor more than twenty, days before the date designated for the hearing.

3.	The notice of public hearing shall be in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit A and hereby made a part hereof.

4.	This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

	Seconded by Council member Stott, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.


Discussion: The Town Attorney stated we need to amend the motion made regarding the operator hire.  Mrs. McHugh received a texted from the highway superintendent Dan Baker stating the hourly rate was incorrect.
A Motion was made by Council member Hotaling to adjust the hourly rate in the resolution for Mr. Radley to $25.88 which was seconded by Council member Stott. All were in favor
Council member Schmitt asked why the resolution information isn’t verified beforehand.  Mr. Reilly stated there was uncertainty in certain aspects and they we left blank.

Public Comment:
Barbara Tanner asked if the Village was taking part in the grant.  The Supervisor stated phase 2 will involve the Village. Mr. Reilly stated sine this is a shared system the Village needed to show support of the effort. This particular work is associated with the part of the system that is the town’s responsibility.  Mr. Reilly will be confirming if this is subject to permissive referendum. Supervisor Donnelly assured Mrs. Tanner the town has a very good relationship with the Village and they are working together.

William Stewart asked about the retrofit progression and its cost.  Mr. Stott is hoping to have a workshop to further discuss the next steps regarding phase 2 which will include the courts/police.

Barbara Heinzen spoke in regards to a conversation she had with a New Baltimore council member about a Safer Street program they are researching.  She asked who would be the best board member within the town to discuss a joint effort on a safer streets project. Supervisor Donnelly offered his contact information.
	
Motion to Adjourn was made by Council member Donnelly and Seconded by Council member Bruno. APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0– SO MOVED   7:03 pm



Respectfully Submitted,			 

[image: ]
___________________________
Candace McHugh, Town Clerk 
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